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 In his 2007 state-of-the-state address, Governor Rounds spoke to the importance of the early 
years in a child’s development. He described a pre-kindergarten pilot, aimed at children 
considered ‘at-risk’, that will take place in Sioux Falls starting in the Fall of 2007. Here is what that 
pilot program will look like. 
 
The pilot program is for three years. The first year approximately 60 three-year olds will 
participate. In the second year, 60 new three-year olds will be added, with the previous year’s 
children now being in the four-year old group. In the third year, another new group of three-year 
olds will begin, with each of the previous two groups moving up a notch—one to a four-year old 
group and the other to kindergarten.  
 
Families of children who are in the Bright Start Program and not in Head Start will be the first 
contacted to see if they want to participate. Next, families of children on the Head Start waiting list 
will be contacted. Parents have the choice as to whether their child participates. This is not a 
mandatory program. 
 
The program will be administered by the Sioux Falls School District. However, the services will be 
delivered by any provider who meets the program standards now under development. This 
means that any qualified home-based or center-based program can receive the funds to support 
slots for children to attend. Parents choosing to participate will also select which provider they 
wish to use.  
 
Funding for the pilot is coming from the state and from private sources. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

"Soaring Over the Rainbow to Early Success" 
The South Dakota Association for the Education of 
Young Children & The South Dakota Head Start 
Association are pleased to announce the 2007 State 
Conference for Early Childhood March 1-3, 2007 in 
Aberdeen, South Dakota. 

For information on this conference occurring this 
week and weekend, log onto www.sdaeyc.org or 
contact Carla Addison at Addisonc@northern.edu. 
You can call her at (605) 626-2221.             

 



 3 

 

 
���������	��
����������
��	�	������	������ �� �������������	��
�����	��	������
����	��
��
��	���� ��������������
������
�������	������������	���������	������������	 ���
����� 	�����	�!��������	���"��������#�����#���
��
�����	�#����������#���������������#������	������ ��		�
��	����������������������	����
���� ��������� ���	��
�������	����
����"�������	�
�������
������
����
��� �$#������$�
���������$���!�%������������$����������
�&�'()�*'+�+,)'������������	��������	�������	������ �����-�.�/����0��
�
���
���+1((2�13)�#������� �� "�
4((+���

 
5�	���6
�		�������
���
���������	��
����7�&�������� -�.�/����0��
�
���	�������	���
���
�
�������"���
���' �� �8����
.������	���9�������������
�	���
���:��	�9��� �!�	�������������
%�
��6�
����%�	�	�����$�
�������
���+1((��13)�#���:� �	�����&4��
���������������	�
�!#�
��	����	����������������	�����������	��������� ���	�����
����1��
�

�  ����	����������������
�����������
�����	�����	��
�	 ���	������
�  ������������������	����#�
��	������0��������� 	��
� 	����
�  ������������������	����#�
��	����������������� 	��
 �	����
�  ������#�
��	�������	�����	������	�����	�������
���� �����
���
�
���
���	���

��
:��	����#
�#�
�������
�	�����	������
���
���	������� ���
������;�����	���������������������
	������������1�����"�����"�����"���������	��
�	���� �	���	������	�������	��������������
�����
��	�����
�������#���������:$/����� $<8=�������
� ������
���) �� ����������
���������	������
:��	������#
���������
�
>���������	���"��	���������
����	��5�	�������:��	�� ����
����	��������������������������#�	��
���
�#
���	���?%�
��6�
���@�����������
������������ ������!��	����#����&(�.��������������	�����
�����������#�	����������������	��'���
�
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
>����������
�����
�>#
����#��.�
"�5�
������6���
A�� � � -�.�/����0��
�
��>#
���&( �� �+�#��

 ���������	������#��
�
���#�����
��B����
����CCC��% �
�����	�!��#�
��	"�����������������
��������	���	� ����
��
���������D������������������	��
#
����	����.���� 	�������	��
�����	��	������
�	��������

�-	��������"�>#
���&(��"�������	�������	�����
	���� 
�#�
��	������
	�	���������	�����
	��������
	�	���� �����
������������
�	�������
.��������9����������	��
���� �	"�������	��
�����	��	������������	������	��	����
 �
��������

E�����������	������������#��.�����
���	�������>	��� ���������������	�������
���	�#
���������	��	��	���
���
������D�����
	�	���������	����
�	����	�����
��� �.�
����
	�	��������������������������
������
�	��� ����
	�
������#������>	�����	�����#������������
������
�	�� ����
����.�	������������	������	���	����
�����
���� ���
������	���$��������	��#�������������	�����
	���
��� ��������
	�	��������AAAA�



 4 

I'm a Little Leprechaun   

Sung to: "I'm a little teapot" 

I'm a little leprechaun 
Dressed in green, 
The tiniest man 
That you ever seen. 
If you ever catch me, it is told, 
I'll give you my pot of gold! 

Go On A Leprechaun Hunt   

(an adaptation of the Bear Hunt) 
Ask the children to listen closely and follow the directions. Instruct 
them to clap the rhythm or slap their knees as you tell the story. 

Going on a leprechaun hunt. I'm not afraid. 
Let's go! Oh. look! I see a grassy field. 
Can't go around it. Can't go under it. Can't go over it. Let's go through it. 
Let's go! Swish, swish, swish, swish. 
Oh, look! I see a giant tree. 
Can't go over it. Can't go under it. Can't go through it. Let's climb it. 
Let's go! Climb, climb, climb. 
Oh, look! I see a river. 
Can't go over it. Can't go around it. Can't go under it. Let's Swim it. 
Let's go. Swim, swim, swim. 
Oh, look! I see a dark cave. 
Can't go around it. Can't go under it. Can't go over it. Let's tiptoe into it. 
Let's go. Tippy, tippy, toe. 
It's really dark in here. Better turn on my flashlight. 
Oh, no. I see something! 
It's mean! It's green! It's a leprechaun! Let's go! 
Run! Run! Swim! Swim! Climb! Climb! Swish! Swish! 
Whew...safe at home again.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do your Ears Point Up?   

Do your ears point up? (Pull on tops of ears.) 
Do you have a lot of luck? (Cross fingers.) 
For gold do you dig? (Pretend to dig.) 
Can you dance an Irish jig? (Dance a jig.) 
If you answered, "Yes," (Nod head.) 
You're a leprechaun, I'd guess! (Wink eye.) 

Do your ears point up? 

Who Took The Shamrock?   
 
Sung to: "Who Took The Cookies From The Cookie Jar" 
 
Teacher: Who took the shamrock from the leprechaun? Child’ name took the 
shamrock from the leprechaun! 
Child: Who me? 
Class: Yes, you! 
Child: Couldn’t be! 
Class: Then who? 
Child: Child’s name took the shamrock from the leprechaun!  

http://www.preschooleducation.com/spatrick.shtml 

The Leprechaun Song    
Sung to: "If You're Happy" 
  
 I saw a leprechaun all dressed in green. 
 It was the only leprechaun I've ever seen. 
 He has a pixie turned up nose 
 And pixie turned up toes. 
 Oh, I saw a leprechaun all dressed in green. 
  
 He was only about as big as my thumb, 
 He was only about as big as my thumb. 
 His beard was long & white 
 I marveled at his height. 
 He was only about as big as my thumb. 
  
 He had buried secret, hidden treasure, 
 He had buried, secret, hidden treasure. 
 I couldn't believe my eyes 
 You can imagine my surprise, 
 He had buried, secret, hidden treasure. 

St. Patrick's Day   

Sung to: "He's a Jolly Good Fellow" 

We're wearing green for the Irish (3 X) On this St. Patrick's Day. 
We'll dance a jig for the Irish (3 X) On this St. Patrick's Day. 
Me fither & mither were Irish (3 X) and I am Irish too. 
We kept a pig in the parlor (3 X) and he is Irish too. 


